All RWC-340B Members and Friends, 
Please see this BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL SIGN ON LETTER regarding recent manufacturer actions in the 340B program led by Representatives David B. McKinley P.E. (R-WV), Diana DeGette (D-CO), Greg Gianforte (R-MT), Dusty Johnson (R-SD), Peter Welch (D-VT), and Doris Matsui (D-CA).  The deadline for other House members to sign the letter is Thursday, September 10 so that it can be sent to Secretary Azar in a timely manner.  We are asking you to contact your Members of the House of Representatives and request that they sign onto the letter.  We and other covered entity group representatives have been working with Hill staff to produce this letter.  The letter:
1. specifically mentions Ryan White clinics as a covered entity group that these members are seeking to protect.  
1. states that the recent manufacturer actions regarding contract pharmacy “violate the 340B statute and must be rejected.”  
1. notes that “failure to act will serve as an invitation to other manufacturers to follow suit, leading to a wholesale increase in prescription drug costs for our safety-net providers during a public health emergency.”  
1. concludes that those members of Congress signing the letter call on Secretary Azar to use his authority “to address these troubling actions and require these companies to comply with the law.”
A sample, template email for covered entities making the request is provided below, which includes important information about who to contact to sign the letter.  On behalf of RWC-340B, we strongly encourage you to ask your members in the U.S. House of Representatives to support their Ryan White clinics by signing this letter.  Please contact me at Peggy.Tighe@PowersLaw.com if you have any questions or need contact information for your representatives.  Thank you!

============

SAMPLE EMAIL

URGENT REQUEST:  DEGETTE-MCKINLEY SIGN LETTER REGARDING RECENT 340B MANUFACTURER ACTIONS

As a Ryan White Clinic in _________ (city and state), we are not only on the frontlines of fighting to end the HIV/AIDS epidemic, we are answering the call to protect our communities from COVID-19. 

I’m calling your attention to a sign on letter that is circulating among members of the House of Representatives and is led by Representatives David B. McKinley P.E. (R-WV), Diana DeGette (D-CO), Greg Gianforte (R-MT), Dusty Johnson (R-SD), Peter Welch (D-VT), and Doris Matsui (D-CA).  We are STRONGLY supportive of this letter and ask that you sign it.  See RWC-340B’s recent release on this issue:  RWC-340B STATEMENT ON MANUFACTURER ACTIONS.  The letter asks HHS Secretary Alex Azar to address recent manufacturer actions that would harm 340B safety net providers.  

________________ (your clinic name) relies on the 340B program to advance the 340B program’s twin goals of providing more comprehensive care and serving more patients.  We use our savings from the program to  _________________________________________ (add specific highlights about how your clinic provides more care and more services through 340B).  These recent manufacturer actions would deny us the right to dispense 340B drugs through contract pharmacy arrangements, which might force us to provide fewer services and/or serve fewer patients.  Some clinics may have to close altogether.  There is no question that these manufacturer actions would seriously undercut our ability to fight COVID-19 and HIV/AIDS.  

Can you help us today by asking your boss to sign onto the DeGette-McKinley 340B letter?  Those signing the letter, should email Kirsten Wing with Rep. McKinley's office (Kirsten.Wing@mail.house.gov) or Sherie Lou Santos with Rep. DeGette's office at (SherieLou.Santos@mail.house.gov).  The deadline for Members of Congress to sign the letter is Thursday, September 10 at NOON, so we ask that you do so before that date/time.  Thank you very much for your consideration.   
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